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legislative sanction to the scheme and the Indian Rubber Control
Act, 1934, was accordingly passed by the Indian legislature in
September 1934. The Act itself did not come into force during the
year under review, but the scheme was nevertheless given effect to
from the 1st June 1934 by the issue of notifications under section 19
of the Sea Customs Act.

In pursuance of a recommendation made by the committee set Ottawa
up by the Legislative Assembly in November 1932 to consider the Agreement.
terms of the Ottawa Trade Agreement, a report on the working of
that Agreement up to the end of the fiscal year 1933-34 was submitted
by Government to a committee of the Assembly. The general con-
clusions of this committee, which submitted its report in August 1934,
were that the United Kingdom had proved a steadier market for both
preferential and non-preferential commodities than foreign countries
in general; that the recent general tendency towards equality of the
mutual trade between India and the United Kingdom had practically
been established in the first year of the preferences; that the majority
of the preferences enjoyed by India in respect of her more important
exports had been of definite value to her export trade; that the pre-
ferences given by India had similarly been of definite assistance to
the United Kingdom and where they had not led to increased trade,
had at least tended to counteract factors operating in the opposite
direction; that though the articles which enjoy preference on
importation into the United Kingdom constitute the most important
and stable part of India's exports, the preferences given by India
had not adversely affected the Indian consumer or Indian revenues;
that the import preferences had not proved detrimental to any Indian
industry; and that on the whole the Agreement had resulted in
mutual benefit to the contracting parties. A similar committee set
up by the Council of State in pursuance of a Resolution adopted by
that House in March 1933, submitted its report in September 1934
and recorded generally the same views.

Reference was made in the last year's report to the visit of the Supple-
British Textile Mission to India.   The Mission left India in October ^^
1933 and on the eve of its departure the Government of India gave Agreement
its Chairman an assurance that they would take an early opportunity
of entering into discussions with His Majesty's Government with a
view to clarifying the position in regard to protected articles about